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YOU WILL NOT TASTE DEATH - JESUS AND EPICUREANISM 


Author Jack Hannah argues this history of Jesus by first demonstrating that a number 
of sayings from 2 through 71 and 114 of the Gospel of Thomas correspond sequentially 
with events that underlie Mark from 1:1 through 14:9, and the correspondences signif- 
icantly increase with the insertion of the Secret Gospel of Mark. Furthermore, sayings 72 
through 113 make sense as chronologically ordered pieces of talks and teachings 
appropriate to Jesus’ bringing to a close his work with disciples, as one might expect 
occurred during the two days they were at Bethany (between Mk 13:1,2 and 14:3-9) 
Then Hannah hypothesizes that the Gospel of Thomas is exactly what its incipit claims: 
notes of enigmatic sayings jotted down by Thomas while following Jesus around as a 
disciple, for further study at leisure. 

A collation of the sayings and the Markan events (retaining their sequences) guides 
interpretation. Their meanings point to Jesus’ orientation to Epicureanism---not Juda- 
ism, not Stoic Cynicism, and especially not Gnosticism. This is startling, for the only 
major philosophy of the Greco-Roman world that rejected every type of finalism was 
Epicureanism, which Cicero opposed as a danger to civilization, and which Jews 
regarded as synonymous with apostasy. 
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